THE COUNTEE-EEFOEMATION.
CHAPTEE I. INTRODUCTORY.
IN the history of the Western Church, while united under the acknowledged supremacy of the Bishop of Earlier at- Rome, there have been but few periods in rSmation which its administration and the life of church of its clergy have been exempt from censure. S??thebcon. During the latter half of the Middle Ages ciiiarperiod. ^ reforma^on Of these constant objects of complaint was aimed at in a long succession of efforts. Fresh bitterness was added to these grievances, and the condition of the Papacy itself took the most prominent place among them, when, on the first decline of the Papal authority under Boniface VIII., there followed the abasement of Avignon and the ignominy of the Schism. Yet, at the same time, a belief .sprang up that the end of these scandalous divisions would also be the end of the existing de-TntheConci- generacy. During the period of the GEcu-liar period. menical Councils which ensued, the task of reforming the Church in both head and members
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